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Ontario HydrdQa &G a dza Sdzy 2F 9f S-@QA NRA O f

1. 1963:Kennedy and Dietriclplan a museum

In the fall of 1963nembers ofOntario Hydrgpublicly announced the creation of a new

Ydza SdzYs (G KS & adza S dzy, offedt refOrfedtddas M@OotariD)Hyorbl2 I NS & & €
Museum Ths museum woulccollect and display a wide variety of historic electrendifacts,

from the domestic to the industriathroniclingthe history of Ontario Hydrand the

development of electrical power and its associated technolodiegould stand as a testament

not only to Ontario Hydro, which was instrumental in the electrification of the province, but to
the progress made through modern advances in electrical technology and the @btent
developmentshat the future may hold*

From thebeginning, bhe principal advocatendchief driving forcdoehind the Museum was Lt

Col. Albert ArnetKennedy(19051981) one of threeCommissionesof Ontario Hydraat the

time2 ¥ G KS adza S dnda tormar présiiediiohtReyOMEANtario Municpal

Electric Associatiorf According tanuseum coordinatobietrich, Kennedg NB @ th¢iGeR &f

a HydroMuseumsometime around the summer of 196@is personal connections and
boundlessenthusiasm were critical th K S a dza S dzY Q awitkir Qwixid Hyardzsiwigl NJi

as among the OMEAMEU(Association of Municipal Electridatilities)andii KS LINE A y OS Qa
numerousregional public utility commissions.

Closely accompanying KennealgisTheodore (Ted) E. Dietrich Public Relations division
manager in tle Ontario HydrdServies Department whdad worked with the Commission since
the late 1930s, with the exception of the war yeamhen he served with thdRoyal Canadian Air

1 While the Museum of Electrical Progress was the naolstancedattempt by Ontario Hydro to create a museum,
Al ol a y20 (GKS 2 NHtolest andirés@vwe tha marialNMBtdry of deEtdaN@Echndiadyy.
b2GlFloféex 5N t SND& 52042y> (GKS KSI R 2 F404) piané effdvtdto | @ RNE Q:
acquire and peserve key historical artifactéccording to DietrichDobson onceroposedthe establishnent of a
museum. Asignificantnumber of artifacts were alsacquired and, to some degree, preserved duritige
provincewide switchfrom 25 to 6(Hz inthe 1950s

% A native of Owen Sound, Kennedy first became involved in public utilities shortly aftér WiWgn he was
elected chairman of the Owen Sound Public Utilities Commission, although, as a member of the Kennedy family
business (William Kennedy and Sons), he had been involved in the business community there for some time. In
1953 Kennedy was electgulesident of the OMEA, a post he held until 1955, when he became Commissioner of
Ontario Hydro. Kennedy retired from his role as Commissioner in early 1973, having previously resigned his role
as member of the Owen Sound PUC in 1966.

In addition to higyears of service to the electrical industgnnedy was a decorated officer in the Second

22NI R 2N YSyySReQa | OKAS@SYSyida Ay GKS LGFEAFY OF YL
camp to command the Hastings and Prince Edward Regimenfi(thé a G & t a0 Ay oF4GfS G (K
ddzoaSldsSyadte g NRSR GKS 5Aa0AY 3dek. aAKSRNI{ LOKNEZOIGS  LhyNIR2SNW |1 F
A.A.Kennedyz 2 d t ® 526a2y /2tftSOGA2yS .2E MdpI CAfS omo
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Force Dietrichbecame thea dza S daof@iaatotat the onset ofits developmentandworked

to serve ituntil his retirement uporits closurein 1977° Heworked closely with Kennedy and

appears to have been largely responsible for much of the development and operation of the
Museum.!! f K2 dza K LINBaad NBLRZ2 NI A NYOKSBNVAY ISIYILE 28 S\EEE
working at the museunmo othercurrentemployees of Ontario Hydrappearto have been

nearly as involved a3ietrich, if indeedanywere truly involvedn a serious manneat all.

Support for the Hydro Museum was drummed up as eariy éise summer of 196among

hy G Ngichdpablic utility commissions and at district meetings of ¥ EAandjoint

meetings of theOMEAAMEU Kennedyused these meetings to ralgupport for the Museum

andcalled for the establishmerdf local OMEA istorical committees, whiclvould assist the

broader project through regional actions and acquisitions. CriticafiyJune 271963, Kennedy
dSOdzZNBR FAYIYOALET o6FO1AYy3a F2NJ 0KS LINBASNDF GA2
approval of a tweyear program with a budget of $73,500 (ovalf a million in 2014 dollars),

whichwas to be devoted to the acquisition and refurbishing of historical objects relevant to the
development of electrical technology and the power industheexpenditure of trese funds

wasoverseen by a Planning Committee composed of, in addition to Kennedy and Didtrith,
{A&daz2yaz hyilINA2 | @RNRBQa laaAradlyd 3ISYySNrft Yl
secretary of theDntario Hydro R. M. LaurieQntario Hydrananager of the Western Region;

and W. R. Mathieson, manager of the AMIEl¢ven technical committees were also skuten

of which were chaired bgn employee of Ontario Hydro (one was chaired by an employee of

Toronto Hydro)However, vith the exceptionof the chair of the lighting committee, Grant E.

Davidson, there is no indication that these chairs wagouslyinvolved in the Museum

project?’

S5 ASGNROK g1 & VY IsYhSsBumb afihihistata in 1981RaN®sion that made him officially in charge
2F IRYAYA&AUGSNAY3I GiGKS O2ftSOGAy3aE NBFdzZNDAAKAY3IAZ YR RA
for longrange planning related to the Hall of Memory agabjara Fallsdydro NewsSeptember, 1971.

* Present value given by the Bank of Canada Inflation Calculator.
http://mwww.bankofcanada.ca/rates/related/inflatiorcalculator Accessed March 2014.

®The eleven technical committees and thisted chairmen wee:

- Transformation: W. E. Taylor, Stations, Engineer, Engineering Division

- Transmission and Distribution: M. Faresso, Transmission and Distribution Engineer

- Generation: J. S. Crerar, Generation Design Engineer

- Metering: J. M. Vanderleck, Supaing Engineer, Electrical Standards and Metering Section, Research Division

- Control Equipment and Protective Devices: M. P. Osburn, Relay and Communications Eng., Stations Dpt., Eng. Div.

- Electric Motors: K. L. Bellamy, Chief Electrical Inspector

- Home Wiring and Electrical Appliances: A. E. Hayward, Manager, Appliance Dpt., Toront&ldgttio System

- Farm Electrical Equipment: J. Moles, Manager, Farm Sales

- Lighting: G. E. Davidson, lllumination Engineer, Electrical Research

- Early Pioneexrand Inventors: W. F. LeClair, Manager, Edit@iaphic Department

-l @RNBQa al bttt 2F aSY2ZNRBEY 2 {® tNBadz2ys / KAST {dldGAa

WOQhNBFYATFGA2Y 2F t NRBLRASR dadzaSdzy 2F OFile810G NAR OF £ t NB I NI
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2. Early pganningand uncertainty

Despitel & R Nhblirannouncement of thi intention to create aMuseum and the many

reports in print media to this effecthe ultimate purpose ofthis fundedtwo-year program was
officially undetermined This was & | dzii A 2 dz& Y 2 @ San@isfefldctveRoficd &f LI NI
0KS aSyA2N YI yIradstansebioally and deliodsRegmimit to the Museum

Nevertheless, insight into Kennedyds® A S (i M#mat& gdals can be gained from an eight
page outline for the Museum that was sent to the Secrefargasurer of the North York Hydro
Electric Commission in laf®963° In this documentthe establishment of & a dza Sdzy 2 F
9f SO0 NA O &rguedie®(lardely dsa peddgdgical and public relations opportunity) and
described. The Museumould contain exhibits tracing the evolution alf sorts ofelectrical
equipmentthroughthe ages describing the operating principles of machinery when relevant
and showcasing working equipmenhen possible. In addition, it would contain models of
hydro-electric,thermal,andnuclear generating stations, showcasing the histaranadian
electrical poweras well as highligimigthe achievements of famous electrical inventors and
scientistsThe proposal also outlinesJt | y& F2 NJ | hich votild idrounat&blé 2 NB £
Ontario engineers and administratgras well as a posse library and space for lectures and
demonstrationsAsis discussed below, a Half Memorywas ultimately erected in Niagara Falls
in celebration of Canada@entennial;it was the only portion of the originally envisioned
Museum to be completed.

Although not mentioned in the proposal, tt@mmittee alsoconsideredmobile displays,

reminiscent of the Adam Beck Circus of the earf}) @ntury and themore recentOntario
Hydrodemonstration coachlaunched in 1995 R S @St 2 LJISR T2 NJ 1 KRSt a koS . S
advertisingprogramthat dominated the early 19608 hese displaysapable of bringing

St SyYSyida 2F | @RNRBQa LI ai,likéoundemppeh@mong: £ A G A Sa | N
individualsthat lived outside offoronto as welasthosewho were concerné by the potential

cost of a fulfledged museumHowever, vhile the possibility of mobile displays were publicly
entertained, it appears that the idea was never seriously considered by Kennedy and Dietrich

at least not nearly as seriously as a permamanoseum Regardless)o matter what sort of

displays were consideredyeryone agreed upon at least one thing: that thaterial collected

through thefundedprogram would be used in some way to showcase the development of

electrical technology for the upooing Canadian centennial

hyGFrNRA2 | 8RNRBQA 2FFAOALFE AYRSOA&AAQDBSYSwasa 2y (K
accompanied by a secot@y point of uncertaintythe location of theproposedMuseum
Publicly, no locatiofor the Museunwas annouged until1971, when the Museum was finally

S¢hdzlit AYyS F2NJ t NPL2AaSR adziSdzy 2F 9t SOGNROAGRES ¢2NRBY (2
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G 2 LISy S RZ8 AdvghcerRd. in Etobicokey i F NA 2 | @ RNR2 Qa aAiAf SyO0OS 20¢
under consideratiorior the Museunresulted in several proposals by local politicians and

members of regiongbublic utilty commissionsaccompanied by handful ofopinion pieces in
localnewspapersto host the Museum in their hometown#n addition toToronto (which,

curiously, receivedearlyno editorial support), Niagargalls(a natural choicesupported even

in the American Niagara Falls Gazett&)jtchener (the first city to receive power from Niagara

Falls), and London (the home of Sir Adam Beck) were proposed and defended as options for the
Museum.However, all this was likely to little avail, sinaecording to ldinz Peper, the Museum
wasalways intended to be situated iforonto, an observation supported by a statement made

by Kennedy at a distridevel OMEA meeting on November 13, 1963, where he asserted that

GKS adzaSdzy 62dz R 6S 2 Ol¢i2NR yaislrike heosadpbof Ay (K S
mobile displays, this uncertainty, fueled by the simple fact that thveasno guaranteed

location for the museum in Torontondoubtedlyhelped to drum up support from those

outside the city.

3. Notabledonationsand volunteers

Despiteallthedzy OSNI F Ay ieé> GKS NBaLRyasS G2,ifitglygl NA2 | @&
quite enthusiastic Severahigh-profile acquisitionsvere showcased in various newspapers

includingthe recently deaccessionedariginal cobalt bomlof the LondonCancer Clinic

(installed 1951)85 tons of electrical equipment includimgdiscontinuedB5-ton generator

(installed 1899jrom the Edward DeaAdamspower generatingstation in NiagararallsNY, and
someantique household appliance®bjectswere acquired from local electrical commissions
throughout Ontario and from small but extant collections such as the Toronto Hjieiric
{eaGSYQa Ydza Sdzy ® calkdBalled Sny/icdudatizlectridabappliacess | &

GSt SO0NROI feldcaldadd rpfaes B themlc a catiat wavidentlyansweredby

more than a few Ontarians

In addition toindividualdonationsof specific artifactshe Museumquicklyacquired an
impressive number of objects froexistingcollections, two of which & of particular noteThe
first of these collectionbelonged toHeinz J. Peper (1930a Waterloo resident, teacher at the
KitchenerWaterloo Collegiate Institute, and electrical enthusiast. Peper, whose private
collectionof electrical machineryas prdiled in the March 1961olume ofOntario Hydro
News, had beeacquiring and restoringistorical electrtal artifacts since around 1950y the
early1960she had accumulated enougbbjectsii 2 @& Ad Y I fiifin the faNJ/ 1264

"6t NPLI2ZASR 9f SOGUNROLIE adzaSdzy wSOSAGSa {dzLILIR NI CNRY 5A4ad
Archives, Fonds 412, Series 1776, File 73.
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Peperwas convincd to sellmuch ofhiscollection to the Museum for $6,106{ealso offered to

refurbish the equipment at the cost of $4/hr, although he later stated thatdstored

equipmentfor the Museum for several yeao a volunteer basiCuriously, some of the

at ATl Ola Ay tSLISNDa O2ffSOGA2y 6SNB alf gr3asSR -
the Museumcollectionfrom 1963until its move toAdvanceRd. n 1971 Peper who remained

active in public education about electrical machinery for many yeamgears to havebeen

intermittently involved in the Museum tlmughout its duratiorand was present at its close

The second notableollectionwasreceived fromEdwin Stoddard Lincoln (188%73), aretired
consulting engineer ancesident of Brattleboro Vwho was by the 1960sa weltknown

author andrespectedseniorfigure inthe electrical industry’ Lincoln a key member of the
Electrical Historical Foundation, an American group established in th& 98i0s devoted to
promotingelectrical engineering ahindustry andpreserving and displayints past, had some
@SIFNB SINIASNI RN} gy dzlJ SEGSyardgsS LXlya F2N Iy
Foundation had collected a significant quantity of electrical instrumsimse1957, mostly

from academianstitutions withinthe United States, butlso fromsome withinCanadalUpon
becoming interestedn and subsequentlynvolvedwith the Hydro MuseumLincoln arranged
for a number of object$207 items, according to one document)the possession of the
Foundationto be shipped tororontoin the summer of 1964t a cost 0f64,861.11a price that
coveredtheir transportationas well asome expensemcurred by the Foundatiom obtaining
these artifactsAt least one other shipment from Lincoln to the B&um was made: 22 boxes,
valued for customs at $3,50Made their way to Torontin the spring of 1967. An inventory
dated several months later sugge#t®t some522itemswere (or were intendedto be)
donatedto the Museum Lincoln continued his involveslith the Museum throughout the years
and remained in contact with Dietrich until at least late a4971.

The first Museum artifacts arrivad 1963 and were stored in the A. W. Kay Service Centre

on Kipling Ave iEtobicokea location that acted until971F & (G KS a dza Sdzy Q& & NBK
0 KS adza S dzYy Q serdidorjifieh, cathloghed ahd, at times, restoretb the bestof

0 KS a dzv@kdz¥dQ & 0,4 fréufcanSistingof a handful ofenthusiastic volunteers

most (if not all)of whom wee former hydroemployees

The most notabléMuseumvolunteer was Arthur G. Plumpton (189871), a former

supervising techniciaforh Yy i F NA 2 | @RNR Qa wSaSI NOK 5APAaA2Yy Q3
forty-four year career at Ontario Hydro, Plumpton retinedl958, only to find himself back at

0KS /2YYAaarzy aSOSNrft &SI NBR f I (SdewingiogaNJ Ay 33

8 Birth and death datefor Lincoln are taken from wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com.
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgbin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=geer_family_tree&id=I134174&essed March
2014.
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lifetime of experienceo catalogueanddescribeovertwo thousand lamps acquirelly the

adza Sdzy ® t f dzY efibresyweeicelébiatedi 196 rhis 75 birthday by the

I 2YYA&aA2yQa RSOAAAZ2Y (G2 2FFAOALIffE yIYS GKS
t fdzyLdizy O2fttSO0A2y 2F StSOGNAROFE I YLAE D

Aside from Plumpton, whose achievements weu@l publicized and Peper, who, at the time of
this report, is still alivet is difficult toproducefrom the available materiadn exact record of

who worked (or, more accuratelyyolunteered)at the Museum for how long, and whaheir
contributions wereln publishedarticles te following peopleare mentioned as beingvolved

with the Museumin a noradministrative mannerWally Goodspeed, a retired Ontario Hydro
employee, and Norm Galloway, both of whom refurbished large mqephotograph exists of
Goodspeedvorking on the¥ I 'Y SMRght motor, possibly the first electric motor in Cangpa

A. W. McMullen, whavorked on instruments andvas likelystationedat the Manby Service
Centre;Cecil Jones, wheas involved with the creation @t display showcasing the steps

involved in the production of electric light bulbs; and Reg Jones, a former distribution engineer
who catalogud (i K S a dza S dZYA@ane foiht @ &ldo Aldpedrs that students from a nearby
technical school were enlisted to help wiglbme lightrestoration work.In any case, the

number of workers (paid or unpaid) at the Museum was smahe article written in 1965

ydzYo SNBA (GKS adl FF dzyRSNISASONROK |G a&aAE LISNY
that another article, written in 1974lsolists the number of workers under Dietrich at six,
indicates thawhilethe Museun & O 2 toht@u@dita gofthe size of itstaff, most of

whom were likely pensioners volunteering their tinaég not.*°

%It is known that Goodspeed and R. Jones, both pensioners, remaingd acthe collection into the 1970s, as did
Plumpton, who worked daily with the collection until his death in early 1971.
A series of pictures from the December 1963 Ontario Hydro Staff News dapietigely youngewoman,
Lois Reburnd A y @ S & iceévtdn objécis. Wafortunately,dr role is in the collectioand her position in Ontario
Hydroare uncleard t NBa SNIA y 3 2 @Mari® HyG@OSialNevBdcentbér,d 963 (@23). The
Dobson Chroniclg. 1141W. P. Dobson Collection, Box 5.
%1t is uncleapreciselyhow many of the individuals discussed here were employees of Ontario Hydro at the time
YR K2g Ylyeéd gSNBE GLSYyairzySNEEéd® { SOSNIt &a2dzNOSa adza3asia
project were retired at the time, and is indeed quite common for retirees to be among the most active
participants in constructing and researching historical collections.

I LK2G23aINF LK Llzof A&AKSR Ay | @RNRralO2LISs (I 1Sy aleée 132
RegJones,Col. Tdm2 gt SGGZ yR 2d td® 5206a2y0 adlkyRAy3 f2y3aARS
f AIKGAY3T O2YYAGGSSE SEIFYAYyAYy3 | &aStSO0GrAzy 2F St SOGNRO!L
pensioners association meeting will be held at the Manby eeint order to study museum plans and identify
equipment. It is unknown what came of these plahke Dobson Chronigle. 1144. W. P. Dobson Collection, Box
5.
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4. 1967:A change ofocus the Hydro Halbf Memory

Despiteli K S a dzanginvirb@r of workers, who were quickly overwhelmed by the

admirable volume of donations, martgims were catalogued (especiallyough the steadfast

work ofthe tirelessMr. Plumptor) and othersstill refurbished.New agjuisitionswere

occasionallyeaturedin local newspaperandcollection pieces were shown off ptiblic

functions such ashe Canadian National Exhibition in Toronto, thg/ y dzl £ & adSFY FF AN
Milton. However, as the two years of initial fundingedrto a closen 1965it had become

apparent that the establishment of a Museum was unachievable by the centennial and would

have to remain a longerm goal.With this, the focus of Ontario Hydro and the OMEWEU

shifted away from a permanent museum tcetimore achievable Hall of Memonyhich was

officially opened on February 25, 19@hd madeavailable to the public free of charge

The Hall of Memorya joint project of Ontario Hydro and the OMBWEUspearheaded by
chairman of the centennial committe@r. V. S. Wilson of Etobicoke Hydro, \s&gioned at the
dolde Sir Adam Beck Niagara Falls generating station Nbwhs an expensive piece of
nostalgicnstitutional propagandaproduced at a cost of over $100,008ver $700,000 in 2014
dollars) The Hall of Memory contained plaques commemorating past and present officers of
Ontario Hydro, the OMEA, and the AME &eries of panels tracing the development of
electrical power in Ontario since Confederatioisplaysdepicting theimpactof electrificaton
on domestic, agricultural, and industrial technologies; art, photographs, ardelsphistorical
artifactsincluding lighting equipment, electric motors, and eleatadomestic technologya
large map of Ontarisvhose municipalities, each representey & light, became illuminated as
viewerstraced theexpansion of the Hydro network since 19a6d the obligatorybust of
Ontario Hydro foundeBir Adam Beck

However despite this refocusing, efforts to showcase the collection and the Museum
perseveredespecially in print mediddydroscop® H65Annual Report Supplement featured

large images oPlumpton and Goodspeed working on tballectionand positively described

0 KS Y dzar&ozas®ldAugust 1966 a fulkpage special feature on the Museuméidl
GDSySaira 2F 22NIRQa az2ad | yAlwesSudistedttiozy ¢ 1 Ay 3
Etobicoke AdvertiseGuardian, showcasing tHe@ R NBofdsio create a museunHere, the

It 2F aSY2NE ¢ bfieMizaf Sd3YRQ 4G aRISHEESSIHR21YYES&yian =

had not yet been decided, made it perfectly clear that theation of ad a dz& Sdzy 2 F 9f SO

YAfu Sy 3GK I NIAOES 2y GKS 1 1ff 27F Gn@rspd@newslApfil 1863. F2 dzy R A
pp. 57.

a1 w2dzyRdzL) 2F hGKSNI 58505t 2 LIV S yHydroséopeAd®sKAnmua Reportt £ | OS5 dzNJ
Supplement. W. P. Dobson Collection. Box 19, File 31.
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t N2PINBaaéeé ¢gka adatt GKS tzedollectidn s evBrebeen dsitatd K S | N.
by Margaret Weston, head of electrical enganieg of the British Science Museum, who was

aY2ai A YLINS3Mary Biser soukcaskindicate that, both before and after the

opening of the Hall of Memory, the collection continued to greeceiving donations from as

far away as Europe and Austeakndcontinued tobe endorsed at district meetings of the

OMEA, no doubt through the tireless efforts of Kennedy and Dietrich.

5. 1971: anew home for thecollection

In the $ring of 1971 the collectiomwasmoved t026-28 Advance Rd. near Kipling Awe.

buildingleasedby OntarioHydrothat layonly a short distance away from the Manby Service

Centre. A former factory and warehouse, the tatory Advance Rd. property provided the

Museum with an ample 16,850 square feet of spadee move was enthusiasally announced

in several local newspapeshich (misleadinglyD K NI OG SNAT SR AdG & GKS a
althoughboth the move andts & 2 LIS y A Yy 3@ have dndSuhmehtionebh official Hydro
newsletters.Dietricheagerlyannounced plans to partigl open the Museum to visitors as early

as June and to arrange for school visits by theTakk quantity of objects in the collectipn

which by now included a librayy dzY o SNBR ¢St AyiG2 (GKS (K2dzal yRa
0200G2YZ 1l yR $efe reqiNdddqd trarfsgbitt tRedtatality of its materitd the

adzaSdzyQa y.Sg t20F0GA2Y

By this time several displays had been developed, including some for a small segment of the
extensive lighting collection and a large glass case that housed &@ianelectric lamp

weighing 35 poundsSuggested text for an undated handout pamphlet for the new location

boasted of its collection of electrical household appliances for the ladies, electrical machinery

for students, its nostalgic appeal to seniors, its esiea collection of lamps(tfully exhibited

asad ¢ NBES 2F [AIKGE£0X YR Ala Ofaimé&nbddzimentsi LIS OA | f
emphasized targeting younger visitors and developing educational programs for schools.

However despite the progress] KS a dza SdzyQa K2LJSa (2 FTAYyAAK Ada
never materialized, althougtours of the haltbuilt museumwere providedfor special events,

suchasthe 1974 9 12 0 A O2 | S.ThreedeaB Sf@rimbvigih ¢0 KS Y dza SdzyQa 3N
flooNJ 6 & RSAONAOSRI Ay 2yS NBLEZ2NISNDa ¢g2NRasz I a
displays under construction and piles of matégaa sure sign of progress and of the existence

of some funding set aside for the museum, bardly a completed museumeady for the public.
5SALIAGS 5ASINROKQAa 606@& y26 Fl YA washdar, LINR YA aSa

* Margaret Weston visited the collection once more in 1974, as Diraxttite Science Museum. According to
NEBLER2NI&AE aKS gla 2y0S 3FAYy AGaOSNE AYLINSaaSRe o
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especially tssenior Hydro managementhat the Museum would requirsubstantiallymore
time and fundingf it was toevertruly open its doos.

6.19741977:Debate and closure

Inlate 1974 aninvestigating committee was struck ttecide the fate of théMuseum.

Apparently dissatisfied with the present rental situation Advance Rgh y i F NA 2 | @ RNR Qa
director of publiarelations J. J. Durarslipported moving the museum ta Hydreowned

location, such athe Toronto Power Plardt Niagara Falls, as well as restructuritngs a non

profit organization, fundedhrougha combination of electrical industry and governmelnt.

response, the committeestimatedthe cost of maintaining the Museum in the Power Plamt

be prohibitively highover two million dollars, over half of which would be dedicated to the

GNBKI 6Af Al ( BR090sq. fishareathdruislidgYT@eiannual operating costs,

including staff, were estimated to be $700,000. The lettescribing these costs endedth the
O2YYAGGESS AYLX 2NRA Y3 5dzNI v R tolvigitkhe Bluseum SoNdeyS E S O dzii A
may come to appreciate its worth. It is unknown these executives evef did.

There are ndetters or articlesdescribing thesituation of the museum from 197&ntil 1977,

when it was decided that the Museum was to be closed and that the majority of its collgction

would be given to th&€anada Science and Technology Muséaithoudh, according to Heinz
Peper,severalobjects found their way to the eager hands of scrap dealénscontrast to its

opening, is terminationwas a subdued affair, unnoted (as far as | have been able to find) in

public newspaperdlts closurevas announce in only one Hydro publication, thdarch edition
Hydroscope, publically spund | & Y dz& S dzY, a Salvaging & nexigbah8ahed
collectionrather than theirreversible dissolutiomf a decadedong dream¢ K S adza SdzyQa
shutteringwas also was rted in the 1977 AMEU minutes for their June 1 meeting, where it was

a0l SR (KI thacksinOit&io HyHr& finahded the Museum which had been acquired

by Hydro in the last ten years, had been turned over to a Federal AssogidhierMuseum of
VASYOS IyR ¢SOKyz2f23ede LG ¢l a I|f a2 INSLPRNGSR
until such a time as it was appropriate to2eLJSy ® ¢

Ultimately, KS a dza SdzyQa Ol dzaS 2 F R.Shedgtimisimand ecénbrid.Jt SY o
promisesof the 1960s and the substantial deficit borrowing that had accomparattario

| & R N@r@sponding investment in infrastructuread given way by the 1970s to an ethic of
conservationbuttressed by the rising popularity of environmentalissand severecutbacks.

“The possibilifY2 0 Af S RAALI I &8a FyR &qal GSttAGS YdzaSdzvakys RAT T dz
GKS O02YYAGlGSS I Dietrishdiibtlisgel oibptian&SirkaSedtdar to Durand, arguing against the
former and responding lukewarmly to the latter. He ended the letter by recommending the status quo, at least
F2NJ GKS GAYS o68SAy3as FalAay3a GKEG a6S O02YLX SGS 2dzNJ SELISN
Bal aa2 OAl GO £2 T faSIYUANR OF £ ! GAf AGASA 0! a9!' 0 9ESOdziABS
Fonds 418, Series 1799, File 80.

A History of theOntario Hydrad a dza Sdzy 2F 9t SOGNAR OF f t NB IANB 4 50¢



Energy rates soarediriven upwardsythe 1973 oil crisiand years of runawaylouble-digit

inflation. This trend that did not go unnoticed in the Provincial legislature, which began more

closely scrutinizinghe practicesof OntarioHydro, which beaae aCrown Corporation in 1974

In 1975 the Provincial Treasurer requested t@aitario Hydradrasticallyreduce its capital

program andplaced restrictions on itpublicborrowing. Thigsnoveaffected 11 major projects,
reducingcapital exgnditures byat leas 6.4 billion dollars until 198%° Even the longunning
Hydroperiodica]d | @ RNRP b Sgae>s ¢KAOK drlode fdrdupd dnatieldrS R O2 v (i
over thirty years, was terminated. The title of the first article found in the final edition of Hydro
NewsRSEONAROAY I (KS a2NNE aiGlAdZBISRA G ROB DAY AAY G

In such a climate of extreme cutbadke closure of theMluseum,perennially undeffunded

and understaffed as it waswas almost surely inevitable, especially ie thake of thel974
AYy@SaaAaalraay3a atwmyMusanrs BoQld redbife FdRdoiyiglcammitment of

millions of dollarslt is unlikely thakenned@ @ S LI NIl dzNB Yy R t f dzYLdd2y Qad R
the situation, although it isloubtful that even Knnedy could have donmuchto save the

Museumby this point In the end, the Museum of Electrical Progressied its life as stiltborn

institution, partly-formed thanks to the efforts of Dietrich and a handfuldd#votedpensioners,

but still veryfar from its originally envisionedrandeur

Nevertheless, in the wake of its quiet demise and the collective forgetting that such an
institution had ever existed, is worthwhile to recall the excitementhat once accompanied
the notion of the Museum of Elégcal Progress, the enthusiasm that once sparked a minor
bidding war between different cities as they vied to host an institutional monument to the
glorious past, present, and future of an electrified Ontario. To this end, let us segatiteby
Lincolk 2y S 2F (KS adzaSdzyQa Y2al TSNSy (G &dzLJLJ2 NI ¢
t 26 SNEY
This is going to be the biggest, finest and most complete museum of its kind in the
g2NI RX LQ@S aSSy Fftf GKS &AAYAfranyhidgy ad A G dzi A 2
like this. Ford has nothing like it, neither has the Smithsonian. This is going to be a
ANBFG GNROdziS (2 GKS 52YAYyA2Yy 2F [ FylFRIFZ |
engineers coming here from all oviéxe world to see this display.

F NAMN2Yy IdRNBPWSLIZ NI MpTpeéZ 20 td 5206a2y /[/2tfSOGAz2y:

h y
G+xASGLIRAYGY | dza O $HixdroiNews19B6ANE Binalllssue)l 2 YS ¢ =
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References

The creation ofhis report relied heavily, although not exclusively, on the material concerning
the Museumof Electrical Progredeeld in thearchives of the Canada Science and Technology
Museum, specifically, th®ntario Hydro Archival Collectiobpoxes 13 (AB0170.001
ABO0170.003)As it would be unmanageable to individually reference the hundreds of distinct
documents in this collectiort can be assumed by the reader that, if not referenced elsewhere
(and not otherwise widely available), ahcited information may be found in these archives.

The following is a list of references directly cited in the telkbse origins lie outside of the
collections held by the aforementioned MuseuRor morenformation regarding théioldings

of these and othecollections, seeth& 2 f f 2 Ay 3 ASOGA2Yy X aGwSaSl NOK

City of Toronto Archives

L

f dhdzif AyS F2NJt NRBL}2AaSR adzaSdzy 2F 9t SOGNXOA G

File 73.
T Gt NBEL2ASR 9f SOGUNROIf adzaSdzy wSvd&dp@Sa { dzLJJ2
9f SOGUNRO ! 3a20be s ¢2NRBYyG2 ! NOKAGPSAY C2yRa

Toronto Public Library
1 OntarioHydro NewgcalledHydro Newdrom 1972 onward)available at the Toronto
Reference Library.

W. P. Dobson Collectian v dzS§Sy Q& ! vaA SNBEAAGE | NODKA @S

f WhNBFEYATFGA2Y 2F t NRLR2AaSR dadzasSdzy 2F 9f SO0

f at NSASNIDAyYy 3T 2 dari®@HyGOSiaNNewPdcembdr, 1963 (¢£3). The
Dobson Chroniclg. 1141Box 5.

f a! w2dzyRdzLd 2F hGKSNJ 5S@SK ¢ A& K drosSpeNIO ®

1965 Annual Report Supplement. Box 19, File 31.
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Research performed

CSTM material (Ottawa)

The archives ofite Museum of Electrical Progress, likely collected and maintained by Ted
Dietrich, were given to the Canada Science and Technology Museum (CSTM). This is, by far, the
best resource for museusrelated material, as it contains some correspondence, origiogy c

and photographs, a substantial collection of press clippings, and so on. Relevant information
from the CSTM archives was photographed on adaae visit in January, 2014.

It has since become known to me that there is more information related to Onithrdyo in the
CSTM library. That information was not personally accessed, but some relevant portions of it
were examined and forwarded to me by Sean Tudor.

Archives of Ontarid Toronto)

While there exists a good deal of material related to Ontario Hyatbe provincial archives,

little of it (less than 10 reference codes worth) originates from Ontario Hydro itself. No material
in the archives, regardless of its originator, appears to relate to the Museum, Kennedy, or
Dietrich, at least none that is redgidiscoverable through its online descriptive database.
Further research and a telephone conversation with one of the research librarians at the
Archives did not suggest this to be a resource worth following up on.

City of Toronto Archives

| spent one dg in the City of Toronto Archives and found this to be sufficient. While this
archives does not have material from Ontario Hydro, it does coms@amne documentslonated
from the OMEA and AME&hd other files originatingrom local municipal public utility
commissionsOf particular interest was asriginaloutline for theMuseum, sent from Kennedy
to the SecretarylTreasurer of the North York HydElectric Commissiom 1963.

Toronto Public Library

Through he Toronto Public Library system | was able toess old newspapers and glean some
marginally useful information from them. However, not all of their newspapers are online, and
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without a proper index for them | was not able to complete certain further reseaqifoin

example while | was able to find sne further information on A. A. Kennedwy efforts to find

any further information onMuseumcoordinator Ted Dietrich, such as an obituary, proved to be
difficult since his date of death remains unknown to me, as well as to anyone | have spoke to
about this project.

However, a particularly useful resource was founthat Toronto Reference Librarg near

complete collection oOntario HydrdNews(this periodical is, according to their online

cataloguealso available at York UnivergitiResearchers shainote that this periodical is

YIEYSR ahydlFNA2 | @8RNR bSgaé YR al @8RNB bSgaé¢ ¥

¢KS 520482y [ 2fftSOGA2Yy> vdzSSyQa ! yAGSNEAGE | NO

vdzSSyQa | yADGSNERAGE ! NOKAGSa K2f Ra piotidedhy2 & t @
David Young, a former employee of Ontario Hydro who devoted a significant amount of time to
NEO2NRAY3I (KS KAAUZ2NER 2F Ada NBaSIFNOK floao |
2F OAYRSNHEX Rdz 6 SR (i KS, annbtater &c2agbodk KistdRy\6fA00taris ¢ = |y
Hydro and the research performed there, a short chapter of which is devoted to the Museum of
Electrical Progress. The Dobson Chronicle and other material collected by Young was donated in
HaMo (2 GKS iydrhSesQa | YA DSNE

| spent two days in Kingston examining the Dobson Collection after speaking with Young on the
phone. There is some information in this collection regarding the Museum, but not as much

new information as one might hopemuch of it, useful a# is, can be found elsewhere,

especially in the CSTM archives. However, the Collection was nevertheless useful for its

background information on Ontario Hydro, including its assemblage of Ontario Hydro Annual

reports, and its extensive biographical infation on both Arthur Plumpton (who was once

SYLX 28SR 0@ hydFNAR2 | @8RNRQa NBASINOK floav |y
difficult to find elsewhere.

Dispersed Ontario Hydro Collections

The archives of Ontario Hydhavebecome divided since itg®akup in 1999 in some manner
between the companies it was reorganized into: Ontario Power Generf@@@,)the Ontario
Hydro Services Company (Hydro One), the Ontario Electricity Financial Corporation, the
Independent Electricity Market Operator, anetElectrical Safety Authorityhis dispersion has
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made what little information may (or may not) be available on the Museum in these collections
difficult to track down.

| contacted individuals responsible for the archives at the OPG and Hydro One nigpantivi
whether or not their archives contained any material relevant to the Museum. Both
organizations asserted that they did not have (or, more likely, did not know of) any material
relevant to this subject. This is unsurprising, since, as a footndteihistory of Ontario Hydro,
archival material relevant tthe Museum is not likelyo be labeled as suclrurther
complicationsalsostoodh y (G KS gl & 2F NBaSIFNOKAy3d GKSas$s
records have been moved offsite into a stordgeilitate, accessible only by internal staff.

It isvery likely that there exists information relevant to the Museum contained in these archives

buried deep in managerial documents and budgets, largely devoted to discussing other subjects.

However,due o the closed and fractured nature of these archives, and the relative abundance
of information found elsewhere, | did not further pursue research into these holdings.

Heinz Peper

| enjoyed a conversation with Heinz Peper on the phone in February. Mrr Reseable to

provide me with some candid, firstand insight of the museum, such as that the Museum was
always planned to be located in Torontoy R (0 KIF G RSaLAGS YSyySRe
the Museum was perpetually plagued by a lack of funding lImngterm commitment from

senior management regarding its establishment. | thank Mr. Peper very much for his time and
assistance.
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Imagesof the Museum (November 16, 1976)

Among the documentsontainedin the CSTM archives are three contact sheetsndbin the

G/ 2NNBaLRYRSYOSé F2t RSNJ Ay . 28 inowl)akeki 6f2hé aKSS

Museum on November 16, 1976 by photographers R. Brown and G. Smith, likely at the behest
of Dietrich. | scanned these contact sheets at a resolutidd00fdpi and was able to achieve
somereasonablygood images from them.

Thefollowing imagesonstitutea representative selection of the photographs found onghe
contact sheetsTheydepictthe Museum in @r perhapsvery neay its most advanced stategds
than a year beforét wasdispersed. Irthese photographgou will segoarts of the Museunin
various states of completioh, f § K2 dzZ3 K S@Sy GKS Yeadonobapmaf L)X SGSé
as such against the backdrop of the warehouSentained withirthese imagesre two
individuals whose identities are unknown (neither person appears to be Digk@imedy, or
any pensioner that | have been ableitientify).
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These imagesdisplaythe most completed section of the Museuyraroom containing turrof-
the century electrical technology situated against the backdybp street scene, complete with
electricstreetcars running alongside automobiles and hedsawn carriages.
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bottom exhibit.Can you spot it?
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alyed O2YLX SGSR 02NJ ySINIfe& O2YLX SGSR0O RAAaLX @&
lamps. Thetoh YI 3S RSLIAOG&a GKS adzaSdzyQa a¢NBS 2F [ A-
lights as branches across the spectrurarresponding their frequencies veryday uses. The

bottom image depicts a variety of fluorescent lamps. Not pictured amdisplaytitled dThe

Arthur G. Plumptohamp/ 2 f £ SOGAY2R2YUEK SN RIAGE SR a9t SOUGNRO [ A3

v
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The bottom image depicts a collection of electrical household cleaning appliances. The circle
that the appliances stand upon divided anthirds, each third showing similar appliances
through the years.
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